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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 6-8, 10 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Reynolds (US 4,291,864 A). 

Re the independent claims, Reynolds shows an assembly (fig. 1) comprising a winch, a 
threaded fastening element [22], and a retaining element [23] in the form of spring washer. The 
fastening element is accommodated in an aperture of the winch, wherein the fastening element 
is held against rotation by the retaining element (spring washer) up to a threshold torque, 
thereby allowing rotation of the fastening element at torques higher than the threshold torque 
that overcome the resilience of the spring washer. 

Applicant may note that the limitation "wherein the appliance is for 
attachment to a surface of a water craft using said threaded fastening 
elements in combination with one or more cooperating elements " (emphasis 
added) is merely an intended use limitation because it lacks any positive recitation of an 
attachment with a watercraft. Additionally, the claim does not positively recite a combination with 
a cooperating element, and recites the use of the cooperating element as an intended use. As 
such, this limitation has not been accorded any patentable weight. 

Re claim 3, because the preceding claim does not positively recite attachment to a 
watercraft, the limitation "watercraft ...is a sailboat" has not been accorded any patentable 
weight. 
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Re claim 8, the retaining element prevents translational movement of the fastening 
element along the axis of the hole when the applied torque is below a threshold. 

Re claim 10, Applicant may note that the limitation "sailboat winch" has been 
broadly interpreted to mean "any winch that is capable of use with a sailboat". 
However, the limitation has not been limited to a narrow interpretation to mean "a winch 
attached to a sailboat" (emphasis added). 

Re claim 16, the steps recited in the claim are inherent in the manufacture and 
subsequent use of the assembly. 

Re claim 17, the assembly comprises a removable cover [10]. The step of replacing the 
cover to complete the assembly of the winch is considered inherent before the winch is attached 
to any surface. Re the limitation "before the appliance is attached to a watercraft " (emphasis 
added), it is noted that such attachment to a watercraft has not been positively recited in the 
steps of the method claim, and therefore, has not been accorded any patentable weight. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 4, 5 and 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection in the previous Office action have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



6. The action is made Non-Final. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ajay Vasudeva whose telephone number is (571) 272-6689. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 12:00 - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Joe Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Ajay Vasudeva 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 




